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Official Plan 5 Year Review 

Recommendation: 

The Commissioner of Planning recommends: 

THAT the Report of the Commissioner of Planning dated March 9, 2011 regarding the Official Plan 5 Year Review BE RECEIVED.
Background/Purpose: 

The county-wide official plan was adopted in 1993, the Picton and Wellington secondary plans were adopted in 1979, and the Rossmore Secondary Plan was adopted in 1990. 
Under the Ontario Planning Act (Section 26 (1)), every municipality with an official plan shall “… not less frequently than every five years ...” 

a) revise the official plan as required to ensure that it

i. conforms with provincial plans or does not conflict with them, as the case may be,

ii. has regard to the matters of provincial interest listed in the Planning Act, and 

iii. is consistent with policy statements issued under the Planning Act;

b) revise the official plan, if it contains policies dealing with areas of employment.
In the 15-30 years since the current planning policies came into effect, there have been thirty-seven (37) site specific amendments.  There have also been broader, more general, reviews and amendments in connection with matters such as growth & settlement servicing strategy (2003), wineries (2009), and minimum distance separation (2009).  These amendments have helped refresh some of the policies.  However, none of these fully satisfy the statutory 5-year review responsibilities of the Municipality under Section 26 of the Planning Act and significant changes have taken place in the land use and economy of the County that are not reflected in the current policies.
In November 2009, Council initiated a phased process to the review and updating of the current planning policies starting with the secondary plans for the Picton-Hallowell and Wellington communities.  The background phase of the secondary plans review is now complete and draft Secondary Plans will soon be available for community and Council consideration prior to presenting final Secondary Plans to Council for adoption in the Fall 2011.

The next phase of the planning policy review and updating process is the overall county-wide Official Plan.  

On January 25, 2011 Council passed a motion endorsing a detailed Official Plan Review Work Plan and Consultation Plan, and directing that a Special Council meeting pursuant to Section 26 (3b) of the Planning Act be held on March 9, 2011 to discuss revisions that may be required to the current planning policies.
Analysis/Comment: 
Since the current municipal planning policies were adopted, changes in the land use and economy have been redefining the County and a number of other significant changes have occurred at both the new local and provincial levels.  The municipal planning policies have not kept pace with these changes.
The Official Plan Review Work Plan and associated Consultation Plan endorsed by Council involve a ‘themed’ approach for obtaining additional provincial, municipal, council, and stakeholder/public input leading to completion of the statutory overall planning policy review.

THEMES
· Vision and Planning Strategies

· Settlement Areas (includes secondary plans)

· Rural Areas and Shoreland

· Prime Agricultural Areas

· Implementation Tools

At the March 9, 2011 Special Meeting of Council, members of Council and the Public will have the opportunity to identify revisions that they feel may be required under each of these themes.  Those areas of potential revision identified by Council and the public will be used, together with initial areas of potential revision identified by the municipal planning staff and Provincial ‘one-window’ agencies, to inform the detailed review under each theme and as a basis for further Council and community input.
The initial areas of potential revision identified by the municipal planning staff and Provincial ‘one-window’ agencies include:

· policies to reflect the Provincial Policy Statement (2005), Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act (2005), Clean Water Act (2006), and Green Energy and Green Economy Act (2009)

· affordable housing targets

· intensification (higher density) targets
· updated growth and servicing strategies
· economic development and the creative rural economy

· natural and cultural heritage conservation

· long-term needs of an aging population
· identification of agricultural and rural areas

· updated growth and servicing strategies

· updated Planning Act implementation tools
Other Options: 
None.
Strategic Plan Implications:  
None.
Financial Implications: 
There is sufficient funding available to continue the legislated review/updating process into 2011.  It is anticipated that additional financial resources will be required to fully complete the review/update over the 2011-2012 project period.  The estimated additional funding required for the 2011-2012 period is $150,000.  The current draft 2011 budget includes $25,000 of additional funding leaving a balance of $125,000 to be funded in the 2012 budget. 
Policy Implications:  
Since the current municipal planning policies were adopted, changes in the land use and economy have been redefining the County and a number of other significant changes have occurred at both the new local and provincial levels.  The municipal planning policies have not kept pace with these changes.
Until the Official Plan review/update is complete the Council, staff, development industry and public will struggle to meet the land use planning challenges of today using municipal planning policies from the 1980-1990’s era. 
Summary:

It is recommended that this report be received for information.
Attachments:

None
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Planning Commissioner, March 3, 2011
CAO Approval:


Chief Administrative Officer, March 4, 2011
Council Meeting


March 9, 2011
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